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. | "TO 
MEMBER of PARLIAMENT 
In the CounTry, | 
5 FROM HIS 


FRIEND in LONDON, Mc. 


Dear S IR, 


AN Obedience to your Requeſt, 
I take this Opportunity of 


communicating to you, what 


concerning the Affair of Mr. 
i ** ByNG, ſince your Departure 
from London; and which I do the more 
chearfully, as I perceive by your Letter, you 
are one of thoſe, who think, no Engt/bman 
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I have been able to collect 
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oug =" to IK n unheard! or execu- 


25 unconvicted; and that every Attempt 


to ſpirit up popular Prejudice againſt the Ac- 
cuſed, previous to a legal Determination, is 
not only a Breach of common Humanity, 
but a Violation of the Law of the Land, 
which ſuppoſes every Man innocent, till by a 


judicial Enquiry he is found to be other wiſe. 
Had our Countrymen been more generally 


actuated by theſe juſt and humane Sentiments, 
what Reams of Paper had remained unpol- 
lated !—what Piles of Fuel unconſumed, and 
been much more uſefully applied, than in 
the premature Diſgrace of a Man, who, for 
ought we yet know to the contrary, may be 


deſtined rather a Martyr to private — 
than a Victim to Public Juſtice! 


Upon the Effects of any fatal Mifmanage— 
ment, you are ſenſible, it is no unuſual State- 
Trick, for thoſe in Power, to devote ſome 
Sacrifice (however innocent) to the popular 


_ Reſentment, and thus, by a Sort of political 
Legerdemain, divert the public Attention 


from a real to an ideal Offender: How ſuc- 


ceſsfully this miniſterial Zocus- Pocus has in 
former Days been played off, Hiſtory a- 
bundantly evinces; nor is it impoſſible but 
our future Annals may afford an Inſtance of 
4 F LEET's being doomed to expiate the Errors 


of 


CJ 


of a * * * and an ADMIRAL made a Scape 
Gage, to bear away the Offences of a EET 


| Tho" aware of this 8 1 will b 
ly confeſs, that at firſt I partook of the ge- 
neral Deluſion, and from a Zeal for the Glory 
of my Country, became a Dupe to the De- 


ſigns — its moſt, dangerous Enemies. No 


one was more clamorous in their Exclamati- 
ons againſt the Cowardice of the Admiral 
No one exulted more in the Flames of his 
Effigy But when I reflected, that Execu- 
tion thould rather follow than preceed Convic- 
tion, that Clamour was far from being an 
unerring Proof of Guilt, . and found theſe 
Meaſures were encouraged by thoſe very Per- 
| ſons, whoſe Duty it was to diſcountenance 
them; I began to ſuſpect, they might poſſibly 
have ſomething more than Truth for their 
Object, and ſomewhat leſs than Honeſty for 


their Motive: Every Day's Practice ſtill more 


and more confirmed my Suſpicions; till at 
length the Farce became ſo extravagantly on- 
tre, that the very Mob diſcovered the Name 
of ByNG to be bandied round the Kingdom, 
only as a Bubble to their proper Indignation, — 
The libellous Forgeries, publiſhed under the 
ſpecious Title of Letters from on Board the 
Fleet, were too glaring not to be detected, 
and che ridiculbus Aarms of intended Eſcapes, 
with all the preventive Engines of Guards, 
A 4 Locks, 
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(Sh 
Locks, Bolts, and Bars, only furniſhed Mat- 


ter of Contempt and Laughter, as being plain- 


ly perceived to mean ſomething more than the 
Security of the Priſoner. But in proportion 
as the enthuſiaſtic Rage of the People againſt 
the Admiral abated, it was obſervable, that, 

of a certain Funto increaſed » They faw their 
own Security concerned, and, perhaps, for 
the firſt time, joined in a Cry for Vengeance- 
upon a Failure of Duty in public Employment. 

A novel Inſtance, it muſt be confeſſed, of 
theſe Gentlemens Patriotiſm, and certainly has 
no other Object but Love * ue for its 

Foundation. i 


But the Treatment I found, Mr. Byne's 
Letter met with, ſufficiently manifeſted what 
Ingenuity he had to expect from his Oppo- 
| fers, who, not being able (as they pretend) 
to underſtand it themſelves, ſeem determin- 
ed that no other Perſon. ſhould; elſe, why 
were ſeveral Paſſages in it refuſed the Benefit 
of the Preſs? Ang then, that Obfcurity im- 
puted to the Author, which thoſe very Caſ- 
trations had created? Might not, by the ſame 
critical Chymiſtry, David be made to chaunt 
Blaſphemy, and Solomon utter Fooliſhneſs?— 
But as I am perſuaded it will gratify your Cu- 
riofity, I ſhall here inſert ſuch Parts of the 
_ original Letter, as were not thought proper 
for the unhallow'd Eye of the Public, and 

by 


by 
ſtanding at leaſt, from any unfavourable Im- 
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that means teſcue Mr. Byxc s Under 


preſſions you may have received of it, on 


jeſty 
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| re e. of a Piece fo partialhy publiſhed in 


the impartial Gazette. 


After mention of wi joined by his Ma- 


I received at Gibraltar, af: the Strength 
of the French Fleet, and of their 9 
off Mahon, His Majeſty $ Colours were 


ſtill flying at the Caſtle of St. Philip's; 


and I could perceive ſeveral Bomb-Batte- 
ries playing upon it from difterent Parts. 
French Colours we ſaw flying on the Weſt 
Part of St. Philip's. I diſpatched the 
Phenix, Cheſterfield, and Dolphin a- head, 
to reconnoitre the Harbour's Mouth, and 
Capt. Hervey to endeavour to land a Let- 


ter for General Blakeney, to let him know - 


the Fleet was here to his Aſſiſtance, tho” 

every one was of Opinion we could be of 
no Uſe to him, as by all Accounts no Place 
was ſecured for covering a Landing, could 


we have ſpared any People. The Phenx 


was alſo to make the private Signal be- 


<«« tween Capt. - Hervey and Capt. Scrope, as 


this latter would 2 come off, if 
it were practicable, having kept the Dol- 
phim's 


s Ship Phenix, off Majorca, two days 
before; the following Paſſage is omitted 
by whom I had confirm'd, the Intelligence 


— 


Cw) 


te -bhin's Barge with him: But the Enemy” 3 


« Fleet appearing to the S. E. and the Wind 
© coming at the ſame time ſtrong off the 
Land, obliged me to call thoſe Ships in, 
« before they could get quite ſo near the En- 
te trance of the Harbour, as to make ſure 
© what Batteries or Guns might be placed, to 
* prevent our having any Communication 
e with the Caſtle. 8 


* 


Again, after giving an Account that the 
Captain, Intrepid and Defiance were much 
damag'd in their Maſts, theſe. Words ſhould 
have been added ; —— ſo that they were 
c endanger'd of not being able to ſecure their 
« Maſts properly at Sea, and alſo, that the 
c. Squadron in general were very fickly, ma- 
* ny kill'd and wounded, and no where to 
te put a third of their Number, if I made an 
<« Hoſpital even of the 40 Gun Ship _— 
«© was not eaſy at Sea.” 


Though the Gazette indeed informs us, 
that Mr. Byng call'd a Council of War, and 
collected the Opinions of the Land- Officers 
upon the preſent Situation — it forbears to 
add ce of Minorca and Gibraltar, and 


© make ſure of protecting the latter; ſinee it 
« was found impracticable to either ſuccour 
te or relieve the former, with the Force we 
se had; for though we may juſtly claim the 
ths Vitory, 


„ 
ce Victory; ; yet we are much inferior tothe 
«© Weight of their Ships, though the Num- 
c bers are equal; and they have the Advan- 
< tage of ſending .to Minorca their wound- 
<« ed, and getting Reinforcements of Seamen 
6 from their Tranſports, and Soldiers from 
« their Camp ; all which undoubtedly has 
© been done in this Time that we have been 
* laying too to refit, and often in Sight of 
« Minorca, and their Ships have more than 
e ances appeared | in a Line from our Maſt- 
< Heads. I ſend their Lordthips, the Reſo- 
© lution of the Council of War.” Imme- 
diately after the following Paſſage is wholly 
omitted « hope indeed we ſhall find 
* Stores to refit us at Gibraltar, and if I have 
< any Reinforcement, I will not loſe a Mo- 
<< ment's Time to ſeek the Enemy again, and 
* once more give them Battle, though they 
have a great Advantage in being clean Ships, 
e that go three Feet to our one, and there- 
«© fore have the Choice how they will en- 
gage us, or if they will at all, and will 
< never let us cloſe them, as their ſole View 
e is the diſabling our Ships, in which they 
e have but too well ſucceeded, though we 
a " obliged them to bear up. 


- | Nor was the following Article thought 
Proper to be inſerted * cannot help 
e urging their Lordfhips for' a Reinforce- 
* men, 


(12) 

& ment, if none are yet ſail'd on their Know 
" ledge of the Enemy's Strength in theſe 
& Seas, and which, by very good Intelligence, 
« will ina few Days be ſtrengthened by four 
e more large Ships from Toulon, almoſt ready 
*< to fail, if not now failed to join them.“ 


CL 


A 


The Gazette, in another Part, inſerts theſe 
Words, making the beſt of my Way t6 Gibral. 
„ / | of ” inſtead of to Cover OI alter; and 
here, by the way, let me obſerve, that there 
is a deeper Deſign in the Omiſlion of this in- 
gle Word, than perhaps you may at firſt be 
aware of: It was doubtleſs thought, this ſig- 
nificant Vord might chance to furniſh too 


great an Inſight into the real Orders of the 


Admiral; and it was much more for the In- 
tereſt of ſome particular Perſons, that the 
People ſhould rather believe Mr. Byng went 
of his own Accord to ſcreen himſelf at Gibral- 
tar, than that he went thither, in Conſe- 
quence of his Orders to COVER it. 


| Theſe, Sir, are the mortifying Members of the 
Admiral's Letter, which ſome State-Surgeons 
deemed neceſſary for Amputation, — Theſe 


the unintelligible Paſſages, which, out of mere 


Mercy to his IntelleQs, they ſo humanely 
concealed from public Deriſion; yet I muſt 
- confeſs. myſelf ſo uncourtly a Critic, as to 
imagine that I have ſeen much greater EO 
ence 
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„ 
jence committed both on Senſe, and Lan- 
guage, in a much ſhorter Epiſtle under the 
authoritative Pen, of a modern State Secre- 
tary But you, Sir, will readily perceive, 
that however Form may be the Pretence, 
Matter was the real Cauſe of this unprece- 
dented Abridgment; ſince there appears hard- 
ly an Article in theſe proſcrib d Paſſages, which 
does not reflect more Diſhonour upon Coun- 
cels than Arms, and ſhews, what little Ad- 
vantage we are to expect over our Enemies 
from the latter, unleſs aſſiſted by Wiſdom 
and Integrity in the former, | 


Though the People were graciouſly ſuffered 
to ſhare ſome Morſels of the above- mentioned 
Intelligence, and like, Lazarus, were fed with 
the Crumbs which fell from the Rich Man's 
Table; yet, it ſeems, they were not always to 
be permitted the ſame Indulgence ; ſince an- 
other Letter from the Admiral was thought 
of too delicate a Nature even to paſs the Con- 
fines of a C-b=—t, 


NR. 
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*KRamillies, in Gahraltar Buy My 4, 1 7 56. 
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«SIR 


HIS comes to you by Expreſs Gm 

«© hence by the Way of Madrid, 

recommended to Sir Benjamin Keene, his 

Majeſty's Miniſter at that Place, to be for- 
warded with the utmoſt Expedition. 


te J arrived here with the Squadron under 
my Command, the 2d Inſtant in the Af- 


ternoon, after a tedious Paſſage of twenty- 


ſeven Days, occaſioned by contrary Winds 
and Calms, and was extremely concerned 
to hear from Capt. Edgcumbe (who I found 


© here with the Princeſs Louiſa and Fortune 


Sloop) that he was obliged to retire from 


Minorca, the French having landed on that 


Iſland by all Accounts from thirteen to fif- 
teen thouſand Men. 


e They failed from Toulon the 0 of laſt 


Month, with about one hundred and ſixty, 
or two hundred Sail of Tranſports, eſcor- 
ted by thirteen Sail of Men of War; how 
many of the Line I have not been able to 

learn with any Certainty. 
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(15) 
e If I had been ſo happy to have arrived 
at Mahon, before the French had landed, 
I flatter myſelf, I ſhould have been able to 
have prevented their getting a footing on 
that Ifland ; but as it has ſo unfortunately 


- turned out, -I am firmly of Opinion, from 
* the great Force they have landed, and the 


Quantity of Proviſions, Stores and Am- 
munition of all Kinds they brought with 
them, that the throwing Men into the 
Caſtle, will only enable it to hold out but 
a little Time longer, and add to the Num- 


c bers that muſt fall into the Enemy's Hands; 


cc 


for the Garriſon in time will be obliged 
to ſurrender, unleſs a ſufficient . — of 


t Men could be landed to diſlodge the French, 


or raiſe the Siege; however, Iam determined 
to ſail up to Minorca with the Squadron, 
where I ſhall be a better Judge of the Si- 
tuation of Affairs there, and will give Ge- 
neral Blakeney all the Aſſiſtance he ſhall 


require; though I am afraid all Commu- 


nication will be cut off between us, as is 
the Opinion of the Chief Engineers of this 
Garriſon (who have ſery'd in the Iſland) 


and that of the other Officers of the Ar- 


Fe 


tillery, who are acquainted with the Situa- 
tion of the Harbour ; for if- the Enemy 
have erected Batteries on the two Shores 


fc: near the Entrance of the Harbour (an Ad- 


vantage 
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vantage ſcarce to be ſuppoſed they have neg- 
lected) it will render it impoſſible for our 
Boats to have a Paſſage to the Salle Port 
of the Garriſon. bo NY 


By the incloſed Liſt, delivered to me by 


% Capt. Edgrumbe, their Lordſhips will obs 


cc 


cc 


Thoughts this 


ferve the Strength of the French Ships iir 
Toulon, and by the Copy of a Letter from 


Marſeilles, to General Blakeney, which 1 


herewith tranſmit to you, their Lordſhips 


will perceive the Equipment the French 


have made on this Occaſion, It is to be 


apprehended; when they have got all the 


Ships they poſſibly can ready for Ser- 
vice, they _ think of turning their 

ELIE TIES » 
ee Tf I ſhould fail in the Relief of Port Ma- 


hon, I ſhall look upon the Security and 


Protection of Gibraltar as my next Object, 
and ſhall repair down here with the Squa- 


dron. 


„ am ſorry to find, upon enquiring of 


the Naval Officer here, that there ate few 
or no Stores in the Magazines to fupply any 
of the Squadron that may be in Want of 


them; and it appears by a Letter I have 
received from the Store-keeper and Maſter 
* Ship- 


(wp) 


Ship wright, that the careening Wharfs, 


cc ones, Pits, &c. are entirely Fg 
"0 „ ay, and I am afraid we ſhall find great 
7 ifficulty in getting them repair'd, there 

ing no Artificers to be got here, and at 
cc. preſent he can have no Aſſiſtance from the 


« Carpenters of the Fleet on Account of our 


„Sailing. 


1 6 It requiring a proper Perſon to inſpect 
* into and manage thoſe Affairs, I have ta- 
« ken upon me to give Mr. Milbourne Marſh 
« (His Majeſty's Naval Officer that was at 
« Mahon, and who came down with Capt. 


« Edgcumbe) an Order to act as Maſter Ship» 


« wright, which, I hope, their Lordſhips 
c will approve, and have given him Orders to 
<« uſe his beſt Endeavours to put the Wharf, 
« c. in the beſt Condition he can, for very 
« ſoon they will be wanted; as I apprehend, 

« this is the only Place the Ships 2 Squa- 


<« dron can come to refit, and many of them 


« are in Want of Repairs and Careening ; 


ce particularly the Portland, who has not been 


<« cleaned theſe twelve Months, nor the Che- 


« fterfield, ten; beſides many of the Ships 


<« that came out with me are foul : I fear 


« from the Inconveniencies we ſhall meet with 
& here, there will be great Difficulty in keep- 


* 


g 
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ing the Ships clean, as there is butone Wharf 


for them to prepare and careen at. 


cc By a Council of War, held by General 

Fowke, a Copy of which is bk tranſ- 
mitted, it was not thought proper to ſend 
a Detachment equal to a Battallion for the 


Relief of Minorca, as it would evidently 


weaken the Garriſon of Gibraltar, and be 
no way effectual to the Relief of that Iſland. 
for the Reaſons therein given; but, as I had 
repreſented that there was a Deficiency of 
Men on board the Ships late under the 
Command of Capt. Edgcumbe, on account 
of his having left a Number of Sailors and 
Marines at Minorcaà to aſſiſt in the Defence 
of that Place, and that it was neceſſary to ſend 
a Detachment on board thoſe Ships to help 
to man them, this the General complyed 
with, and I ſhall diſtribute ſome Seamen. 
from the Ships that came out with me to 
compleat their Complement. 


— Cheſterfield, Portland and Dolphin 


are on their Paſſage from Mahon for this 
Place. The Phenix is gone to Leghorn 


by Order of Capt. Edgcumbe for Letters 


and Intelligence; and the Experiment is 


cruizing off Cape Pallas, who I _ 
in every Hour, 


* BV 
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hy a Letter from Mr. Banks, our Con- 


cc 
40 
cc 
cc 


cc 


ſul at Carthagena, to General Fowke, da- 
ted the 21ſt of April, it appears, that 
twelve Sail of Spaniſh Men of War are or- 
dered for Cadiz and Ferre], which are ex- 
pected at that Port, but on what Account 


he could not tell the Governor. 


«© We are 3 in taking in Wine and 
compleating our Water with the utmoſt 


Diſpatch, and ſhall let * ſlip 
of failing from hence. 


= Herewith I ſend you encloſed : a Copy of 


ſuch Papers as have been delivered me, 
which I thought neceſſary for their Lord- 


«c ſhip” s InſpeQion, 


Hon. In Cond Eſq; 


« 7 am, 
cc © F R E 
*© Your moſt bumble Servant, 


« J. B. 


B 2 The | 
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'The Receipt of this Letter may be fixed ay 
the ra of Mr. By NG's deſtined Diſgrace :— 
Some diſcerning Politicians at Home, were, it 
ſeems, ſo eminently indued with the Gift of 
Second-ſight, as to foreſee, in the Contents of 
it, that the Admiral —— would not fight, — 
and what they ſo miraculouſly foreſaw, they 
made no ſeruple to foretel; while every Hire- 
ling-Tongue was employed to propagate the 
Oracle throughout the Kingdom. — I know 
not, Sir, what you may be able to do, but for 
my part, I have riot Skill enough in the Art 
of Divination, to diſcover the pufillanimous 
Prognoſtics in this“etter; and am not aſhamed, 
to acknowledge myſelf ſo little read in the 
Rudiments of Court-Logic, as not to be able 
to ſee the neceſſary Connection between Mr. 
Byng's preparing (as he ſays) with the utmoſt 
Diſpatch to meet the Enemy, and his Deſign 
to run away from them: — This, indeed, I can 
_ perceive, and without any ſapernatural De- 
gree of Inſpiration, that there are ſeveral Ar- 
ticles in the Admiral's Letter of too uncourtly 
a Strain, to recommend him to ſome Perſons 
Favour, and therefore it may be poſſible, 
thoſe invidious Forebodings of his future Cow- 
ardice might proceed rather from a Spirit of 

Perſecution, than that of Prophecy. 


How 


4 bots. Seas tit » RT * 


1 
| How muſt thoſe, entruſted with the Ma- 
+ © hagementof public Affairs, reliſh Mr. Byne's 


| confirmiing that general and indelible Re- 
1 proach of his being ſent 700 late, and that a 
: timely Diſpatch might have prevented even a 
g ſingle Frenchman ſetting his Foot upon the de- 
1 voted Iſland ?- How muft his formi- 
i dable Account of the Enemy's Force and 


Preparations, falſify the Predictions of thoſe, 
vw bo repreſented them as the mere Phantoms 
ol our Imagination? May not the Com- 
Plaint of the ruinous Condition of the Wharf, 
Pits, and Store-houſes at Gibraltar, together 
| with the almoſt total Want of neceſſary Storr 
for the Security of the Fleet, prejudice in his 
2 Disfavout thoſe; to whoſe Province, the 
' Care of theſe Affairs more particularly be- 


long? May not the Foulneſs of his 
; Ships be deemed a Secret improper to be di- 
b vulged, aſter the ſo much boaſted Excellency 
þ of his Equipment? — In ſhort, does not 
Bo the whole Piece, rather unluckily contain an 


; actual Proof of ſome other Perſon's Failure in 
5 Duty, than afford any prophetic Tokens of 
: his own? ESC $7” 


I believe, by this time, you are at no loſs 
to account for the Motives, which induced 
the Concealment of this Letter; the vindic- 
tive Effects it muſt have produced, and con- 

2 Biz ſequently, 


8 


(22 ) 
ſequently, the preſent unpopular Situation of 
its Author, who ſeems to labour under the 
Calumny of having done thoſe Things which 
he ought not to have done; only to ſcreen o- 
thers from the Imputation of having lef? 
» thoſe Thi 5 which they ought to have 
one. 


The Dilingenuity of Mr. Byxc s Adver- 
faries is particularly remarkable, in the con- 
ſtant Anticipation of their Vengeance; for, as 
it was thought convenient to implant in the 
Minds of the People, a Suſpicion of his 
Cowardice, before it could poſſibly be known, 
whether he <would fabi; ſo it was deemed e- 
qually expedient, to ſupercede him, before 
it could be fairly known, whether he had 
fougöt; for, previous to any authentic Account 
of the Engagement to the Admiralty, the 
following Diſmiſſion was very expeditiouſſy 
diſpatched from it. 


« 8 1 R, 
* IS Majeſty having received an Ac- 
40 count that the Squadron under your 


« Command, and that of the French under 

« the Command of Monſieur Galiſſonniere, 

*© came to Action off of the Harbour of 
&« Mahon, 


(ag < 
0 „ Malen, the 20th of laſt Month, and that 


te the French (tho' inferior to you in Force) 
tc kept before the Harbour, and obliged you 
<« to retreat; I am commanded by my Lords 


« Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, to ſend. 


te you herewith an Extract of Monſieur Ga- 
© lifſontere's Letter to his Court, giving an 
« Account of the Action, and to acquaint 
<<. you, that his Majcſty is ſo much diflatisfi- 
« ed with your Conduct, that he has or- 
ce dered their Lordſhips to recal yourſelf and 
««. Mr. Jet, and to ſend out Sir Edward 
« Hawke, and Rear-Admiral Saunders, to 
6c command the Squadron. 


] am extremely forry to be obliged to 
© inform you of ſuch a diſagreeable Event, 
*© being with great Regard, 


«+ N 
« Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 


XR M * 


Admiraliy- Office, June 8, 17 56. | 


Now, Sir, is it to be credited, that this 
Death-Warrant to the Reputation, as well 
as * of an Admiral, ſhould have no o- 
B 4 ther 


—— (24) 5 
ther Foundation, than the iſtalen Suppoſie 
tion of his retreating from an inferior Force, + 
and the Authority of a Letter, from his Com- 
petitor for Victory? Have the partial Ac- 
counts, generally given by the French of their 

| military 
+ Hon. Admiral Byxc's Squadron when he engaged Mon- 

ſieur de la Galifſonniere's off Cape Mola, the 2oth of May 


1756. 
| | Weight of Metal on th 
"Ship's Names. Guns. I oer MiddlefUpper | Men. 
| N Deck. Deek. Deck. 
+ F 
Ramilies 90 32 18 1 
Culloden [ 74 32 18 | 600 
Buckingham | 68 32 | 18 535 
| Lancaſter „„ 116 } $80 
Trident 64 | 24 | 0 
Intrepid 64 32 18 480 
Captain K 12480 
Revenge e 12 480 
* — 60 24 9 | 400 
Defiance 60 24 I'S - |. 400 
Princeſs Louiſa} 56 24 12 400 
Portland 48 24 | I2 300 
Frigates. | 778 1 5878 
Deptford "I 48 24 | 280 
Cheſterfield 40 | 250 
hœnix 22 160 
Dolphin 8 | 160 
Experiment 22 | | 160 
Total } 932 


2 — — ——— 
— 
— 
— 


(237 


military Exploits, been uſually adopted here 
as Articles of Faith, or what new Confidence 
have they now acquired, to hallow their Or- 
.thodoxy ? ? 


Morifieur De la Galifſoniere's Sala when he landed the 
Troops at Minorca the 18th of April, and at the 1 e 


ment with. Admiral Byng's Squadron off Cape Mola, the 
2⁊oth of May, 1756. 
| | Weight of 2 | 
etal on the © | © [TotalMen 
Ships N Guns.{Lower|U | Skis 
ips Names. |Guns.}Lower|Upperj 8 | 82 | ea 
TY 1 Upper 33 * 
8 "* + 
Foudroyant 84 52 | - 24 | 700 2500 950 
La Couronne 74 | 42 | 24 | 650] 150] 300 
Le Guerrier 74 42 | 2& 6500 15 800 
Le Temeraire 74 | 42 24650 150 800 
Le Redoutable 74 | 4224 650] 150] 800 
Le Hipopothame! 64 | 36 | 24 | 500] 100] .600 
Le Fier ©4 | 36 | 24 | 500] 1000 600 
Le Triton 64 | 36 | 24 | Foo 100] 6500 
Le Lion 64 | 36 24500 100 600 
Le Contarft 64 | 36 | 24 | 500] 100] Goo 
Le Sage | 64 | 36 | 24 | 500] 100] Goo 
: L'Orphce 64 | 36 | 24 | 500] 100] Goo 
Frigates. 828 6800015500 8350 
La Juno 1 46 18 | 300 300 
La Roſe 30 18 | 250 250 
La Gracieuſe 30 18 | 250 260 
La Topaze 24 I8 | 250 259 
La Nymphe 24 9910 | 200 200 
Total | 982 | [8Sogo[1550] g600 


This Liſt of the French Ships, as given by a French Officer 


made a Priſoner in a Tartan, the Morning of the Day of 
Action, 


— oc Ir 2 Rr vn 1 ci 


(-26 ) 


thodoxy Might not Mr. Galiſſonniere 


take too much 2 the Frailty of his Nation, 


to give a diſadvantageous Teſtimony of the 
Succeſs of its Arms, and of his own Con- 
duct and Valour? But, J believe, this is the 
firſt Inſtance of a Britiſh Admiral being ſa- 


crificed, unheard, to the Romance of a French 


One. — ! ſhall not trouble you with any fur- 
ther Remarks of my own, on this Letter 
from the Admiralty, fince Mr. ByYNG's An- 
ſwer will afford you a much better Comment 
than I am able to make upon it. 


e Gibraltar-Bay, Fuly 4, 1756. 


« 5 J R, 


ce Y Sir Edward Hawke I have received 
40 their Lordſhips Orders, and your 
etter of the 8th of June, which I have 
« immediately complied with, and have on- 
« ly to expreſs my Surprize at being ſo. ig- 
“ nominiouſly diſmiſſed from my Employ- 


cc 


cc ment, in the Sight of the Fleet I had com- 


« manded, in Sight of the Garriſon, and in 
« Sight of Spain, at ſuch a Time, in ſuch a 


« Manner, and after ſuch Conduct, as I hope 


; „ ſhall 


7 UG — —— 
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cc 


(27) 


ſhall ſhortly appear to the whole World, 


Tis not now for me to expoſtulate; I 
flatter myſelf, that Mr. Weſt and I ſhall 
make evident the Injury done to our Cha- 
raters, which I know of nothing in the 
Power of any Being whatever that can 
attone for; ſo high an Opinion I have of 


that, which was ever unſullied before, 


and which I hope to make appear has been 


moſt injuriouſly and wrongfully attacked 
now, on the Grounds of a falſe Gaſconade 


of an open Enemy to our King and Coun- 
try, and which would have evidently ap- 
peared, had the poſſible time been allow- 
ed for my own Expreſs's Arrival, in which 


there was nothing falſe, nothing vaunting, 


nothing ſhameful, nor any Thing which 
could have prevented our receiving his Ma- 
jeſty's royal Approbation, for having, with 


a much inferior Force, fought, met, at- 


' tacked, and beat the Enemy: Of this it : 
is needleſs for me to fay more at preſent, 
than that I am ſorry to find Mr. Veſt, with 


the Captains, Lieutenants, and Officers of 
the Ships we had our Flags on Board of, 
are to be Sufferers for what I alone, as 
Commander in Chief, am anſwerable: 
But it is ſo much of a Piece with the whole 
unheard of Treatment I have met with, 


„that neither They, the Fleet, or Myſelf 


e 


„ a. 
© can be more aſtoniſhed at that particular 
* than at the whole. i 


an, 
«STR, 
cc Your very bumble Servant; . 
* B. 6 . 
T, ] 


The Hon, J—n C—d, EI 


You; Sir, who are fo diſcerning a Judge | 
of human Nature, will find no Difficulty to Y 
diſcover whether this is an unaffected, unſtus . 
died Remonſtrance, or a diſguiſed Artifice in | 
the Author: The Time, the Occaſion, and | 
the Circumſtances under which it was wrote, 
muſt manifeſt them to be the Expoſtulations 
of a Man, rather conſcious of Injury than 
Guilt; the Dictates of a Heart jealous of 
Honour, not of a Head ſtudious of Securi- 
ty; and though it does not amount to a pe- 
live Exculpation of Guilt, muſt afford every 
unprejudiced Perſon a preſumptive Evidence 
of Innocence; — yet by a peculiar Fatality at- 
tending the Admiral, this very Letter was to 
draw on him an Accumulation of Vengeance; 

12 | ns 


you ſhall view this exploded SEA-PIECE in 


WE 
its Smartneſs (to uſe the Phraſe of his Adver- 


ſaries) was deemed a Kind of Treaſon againſt 
their Dignity; and a modeſt, Vindication of 


his own Conduct was conſtrued into an in- 


ſolent Impeachment of theirs; nor, indeed, 


do they ſeem to be much out in this Con- 


ſtruction; fince ſuch is the Alternative, that 
what tends to exculpate the One, will be no 


very favourable Article towards the Juſtifica- 


tion of the Other; and to this CRITICAL 
ALTERNATIVE, I fear, it is, we may im- 


ou the whole unheard of Treatment Mr, 


YNG complains to have met with. 


Though the Length of this Letter may al- 


ready prove, how much I am inclined to ſa- 


tisfy your Curioſity, I ſhould ſtill proceed to 
communicate ſome farther Anecdotes of this 
important Affair, and convince you, that Diſ- 
ingenuity is the leaſt Injury that has been of- 


fered the Admiral on this Occaſion; but as 


this muſt neceſſarily include Facts, eſſential to 
his future Defence, Honour and Juſtice for- 
bid a preſent Diſcovery of them; and as they 


have been intruſted to me under the Seal of 


Secrecy, I am perſuaded I ſhall not forfeit 
your Eſteem, for not ſuffering even our 


| Friendſhip to extort them from me; yet, 


thus far I may venture to hint, That, when 


its 


| {Too ) 

its original Purity, you will find it very dif- 
— from thoſe fallacious Copies, which 
have been palmed upon the Public, by ſome 
proſtitute Pencils, as genuine. — You will find 
there no daſtardly Timidity in the Command- 
er, no Diſſatisfaction among the Officers at 
his Conduct; you will fee the different Di- 
viſions mutualiy aſſiſting each other to the 
ntmoſt of their Power; — a Fleet, bravely 
repulſing an Enemy of much greater Force, 
and obliging them to ſeek for Safety, in the 
Advantage of a ſuperior Speed; in ſhort, you 
will ſee the Britiſh Flag (under the moſt diſ- 
advantageous Circumſtances, even from its 


firſt ſetting out) performing all that Conduct 


and Courage could effect, ad then, obliged 
in Prudence, to wait for thoſe Reinforce- 


ments, which alone could inſure its Security, 


and render its future Oppoſition of any Avail. 


— This, I preſume, would afford you a very 


ſenſible Pleaſure, not from any private or par- 
tial Reſpect to Mr. BY NG, but from the Sa- 
tisfaction to find, that whatever Loſs or Dif- 
honour the Nation may have ſuſtained from 
this unfortunate Affair, it is not owing at leaſt 
to any Deficiency of Naval Spurit, on which 
the Wealth and Glory of this Kingdom fo eſe 
ſentially depend, —But to conclude, 


- 
* * 


ö 
7 


i 
2 


(/3» 3 8 
Notwithſtanding the preſent Din of Defa- 


mation, and ſanguinary Calls for Vengeance; 
I need not warn a Perſon of your Ingenuity, 


to ſuſpend your Sentence till, upon a fair and 


candid Trial, the Admiral ſhall be found 
(what at preſent I have great Reaſon to be- 


lieve him very invidiouſly miſrepreſented to 
be) a Son, unworthy of his Father, — A Na- 


tive unworthy of his Country, —and an Officer 
unworthy of his Command. 


Tam, 
SIR, 
Yours, &c. 
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